that, lifting up the half drooping energies of the spirit, or fortifying the strong hopes of the hour, shall hereafter come back to you in the still watches of your patient and lonely toil, and whisper peace and hope and courage.
I participate with you in all of these feelings, and with you I am looking up from your seats to know what the speaker shall say! What shall the speaker say, and how shall he best say it! Gentlemen, it is arrogance to assume that I am equal to this, and yet, such as I bring, it shall be my pleasure to lay before you. For I hold that the highest pleasures are those which spring from the opportunity of giving advice and instruction to those who are to follow in our footsteps, to work out the same burning deeds and thoughts,' and to struggle with the same destiny which has brought tears to our eyes, pain to our flesh, and the test to our sinews. It will be my purpose to warn you, so far as I am able, which paths to shun, where shoals and quicksands lie, to point you to the signal towers of experience, and to illumine with my feeble lamp the pathway that lies before you.
You now stand at the threshhold that leads out into the broad and untried world. You have accomplished one grand effort of your life, one to which you have patiently, earnestly and hopefully looked forward through years of toil and privation; for a while you repose upon your first laurels, and rest by the way side; then to gather up your armor, and, with manful hearts, to go forth into the great battle of life; a life which must be made up of a continual succession of efforts and of victories; for no sooner will one adversary have been overcome than another will present himself to wrestle with the energies of your being? in turn to be subdued and give place to another; and so you successively strive on, become victorious and step forward The influence of these petty deceits do not stop with the child; they injure you; for every act like these, trifling though they may seem, cast another shadow upon your moral nature, gradually undermine your integrity, until, before you are aware, you find yourselves clothed in the garments of deceit.
Permit me to diverge here for a moment. Our profession heretofore has been degraded, and is still in danger of being often misunderstood. Our intimate relations with our patients afford an excellent opportunity to correct many erroneous impressions, to give them just views of the multifold relations of our art, and educate them to a practical appreciation of the magnitude of its character, to be transferred to those with whom they will be associated, when they go out into the world. There are many popular errors among the masses, and there is much inexcusable "Ignorance of the learned" in regard to our profession, which ought to be corrected. 
